
Year 7 Information Night 

I would like to thank Fiona Moon and all of the Year 7 teachers, students and parents 
who participated in the information night. In particular I would like to give a special 
thanks to the group of our current Year 7 students who presented information and 
readings. 
The session was very well attended and lots of information was shared about curriculum 
offerings and student’s expectations as they go through the transition from Year 6 to 
Year 7. A lovely cold tea of chicken and salad was enjoyed by everyone after the 
information session. 
 
Ambulance Day at St. Pat’s Primary School 
The Ambulance in Schools Program has arrived in town and today our students visited 
St. Pat’s, in shifts, throughout the day. This program has been developed in consultation 
with teachers and education providers and covers topics like safety awareness, 
identifying and minimizing risk, what to do in a medical emergency and how to call an 
ambulance. This is a great educational opportunity for our students who will benefit 
greatly from their participation. 
 
Bushfire Season 
The Government is committed to ensuring that all schools and children's services, 
(including kindergartens and child care centres) are as prepared as possible for the 
coming bushfire season. The safety of children and staff is paramount. Every school 
(government and non-government), and children's service has been asked to review its 
emergency management plan and address any priority maintenance works. Existing 
bushfire refuges have been assessed and remediation works, where necessary, are being 
progressed. The CFA is conducting training for school principals and directors of 
children's services with facilities in areas of identified bushfire risk. Procedures for 
closing schools, school bus routes, school off-site activities, and children's services on 
days of high fire risk have been revised. Schools and children’s services that have been 
identified as being at high fire risk will now close on a day declared a Code Red Fire 
Danger Rating Day. Schools are also being provided with additional curriculum 
resources to assist in preparing students for the threat of bushfires.  
 
 
Please Note:  Pyramid Hill College has been identified as not being in a 
bushfire risk area and will not close on a day declared Code Red Fire Dan ger 
Rating Day unless otherwise instructed by DEECD.  

Reminder    

School Council Meeting:  
Monday, 23rd November at 6.30 pm in Conference Room  

 
 

 
Joe Mazzarella, Principal 

Principal’s News  

Pyramid Hill College 

20th November, 2009 

 

Diary  
 
November 
23      School Council meeting 
23 Yr 9/10 Driver Ed 
25       Exams—Yr 9/10  
26       RE Concert 
30-4 Dec  Yr 9/10 Camp 
 
 
December 
1-2     Year 7-8 Melbourne 
4        Town Fair 
5        Last day for Year 10 
7-11   Year 9 Work Experience 
7 Year 10 Dinner 
8 Moving Up Day 
9 Secondary Summer Sport 
          P-4 Family Picnic 
14 Presentation Night 
16 Cohuna Pool 
18      School Breaks Up 
20      Carols by Candlelight  
 

 Only 4 more weeks of 
school and they will be   

very busy. 
 

Pyramid Hill College 

103 Kelly Street, Pyramid Hill, 3575 

Tel:  5455 7377  Fax:  5455 7106 

Email:  info@pyramidhillc.vic.edu.au 

Web:  www.pyramidhillc.vic.edu.au 

RE  Concert 
Next Thursday, 
26th November 

9.15 at the 
Church of Christ 

Kelly Street 
 

All welcome 

Thought for the week :   
‘Goals are dreams with deadlines.’  (Diana Scharf Hunt).  
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Week  Commencing Monday Tuesday  

23rd November 
Rock  

Climbing 

Anthony Tong 

(No Limitz) 
Wheelchair Sports 

Wheelchair Sports Rep 

Sean McCann 

30th November Swimming Sally Twigg  Swimming Kelly Gould 

7th December Swimming Sean McCann  Swimming Sean McCann 

14th December 
Presentation 

Night  No Activity Swimming Sally Twigg 

TERM 4, 2009 ACTIVITY PLAN 
Session times: 3.30 – 4.30pm 

Permission forms available from the office,               
if not already registered. 

 

 

 

 

Although the year is drawing to a close, 
there is still work students need to  
complete in order for reports to be 

written. 

So yes, it does matter if they miss 
school, especially on Fridays, which is 

the day that a lot of students are     
absent. 

Wheel Chair Sports has been a 
great     success ,  you have          

another opportunity  next Tues-
day, so don’t miss out.  

 On Sale Now 

Pyramid Hill  

College Wine 
 

Shiraz and Chardonnay 

Made from grapes grown in the College 
vineyard. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Available from Pyramid Hill 

 College after 4.30 pm 

 

$15 per bottle 

Only on sale until 

7th December 

Magazine 
 
The draft copy of the School Magazine has 
been sent away for printing.  This magazine 
is very capably and thoughtfully prepared by 
Bu Gould, with contributions from students 
and staff. 

 
The Magazine is excellent value, as it is 
subsidised up to half the cost and is a record 
of school days for students to keep. 

 
If you did not pay for a magazine on the 
school booklist at the start of the year, you 
may order one now by sending $6.00 to 
school, by Friday, 27th November. 
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Year P-4 News  

Student of the Week 
This week nearly everyone deserves a Student of the 
Week Award for their exemplary behaviour on our 
excursion and camp to Billabong Ranch, Echuca.  
Special thanks goes to the teachers who went and to a 
couple of students who helped with chores without 
being asked.  It has hot and exhausting, but lots of fun. 

 

Family D ay 

Notes have been sent home for our family day outing to 
Echuca on Wednesday, 9th December. 
 
Students will be going to the movies to see “Cloudy 
With a Chance of Meatballs”, which will cost $9. 
Students will need a picnic lunch which we will have 
down by the river.  Parents are welcome to join in for all 
or part of the day, but need to let us know if you are 
going to the movies, or travelling on the bus. 

 

RE Concert 
The Re Concert will be held next Thursday 
morning at 9.15 at the Church of Christ, Kelly 
Street.  Parents, family and friends are 
encouraged to come along and support the 
students, who have been practising their items. 
 

Ambulance in Schools 
Sprinter & Friends 
 
P-3 students joined with St. Pat’s students for the 
Sprinter & Friends program today.  Ambulance 
paramedics talked to the students about safety 
awareness and responding to emergencies. 
The students looked through the equipment that a 
paramedic uses, identified hazards in pictures, of the 
kitchen and backyard, learnt how to recognise an 
unconscious person and practised calling 000 (triple 
zero) for help.  They even got to walk through a real 
ambulance. 
Children participation were given a Family Activity 
Pack designed to encourage family discussion about 
what to do in an emergency.  The pack contained a 
checklist “How Safe is Our House?”  and information 
for parents on the Ambulance Membership Subscription 
Scheme and First Aid training. 
The Ambulance Service hopes that by educating our 
community in what to do in the first stages of an 
emergency, better outcomes will be achieved for 
everyone.  Even if your child was not a participant in 
this program, please make sure you take some time to 
discuss what to do in an emergency with your whole 
family. 

Billabong Camp 

Last Monday, P-4 woke up to an exciting day  -  we were 

going to the Billabong Ranch.  When we got there, we 

were welcomed by Kerry and settled into our rooms.  

Next we headed off to our first activity—Archery.  It was 

lots of fun. 
Next we went with Ben to the low ropes course.  He said 

we were the best school he had had in a long time.  After 

that we went back to the campfire and had lunch. 

We than split into groups and one went on the pedal boats 

and the other went on the two seater trikes.  We were 
then served a nice afternoon tea of cake and cordial. 

We then went to beach volleyball where we could go on 

to the playground or ten pin bowling. 

The Prep/Ones then headed off back home and the 2/3/4 
students went to feed the farm animals and see the 

nursery animals. 

Dinner was chips, lasagne and salad.  After dinner we had 

a campfire and toasted marshmallows, played games, 

learnt all the names of whips and were shown some tricks 
with the ropes. 

Next day we went to the bike track and then had 

breakfast.  Then we were introduced to orienteering 

followed by morning tea.  We did the orienteering 
courses and had hot dogs and cheese for lunch.  After 

lunch it was rock climbing and a commando course. 

After afternoon tea, we went to mini golf and then packed 

up.  With sad faces, the bus took us back to school. 

 
           By Olivia Pickersgill and Jessica Gunther 
 
 



Year 5-8 
Sweet, Wicked, Awesome 

& Terrific Award 
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Jade Treacy 
Congratulations Jade! 

On your great attitude towards your work and for 
always trying to do your best.  Thank you for being 
kind and considerate towards your peers and for 
being inclusive of others!  Well done Jade! 

 

Hamish Hercus 
Congratulations Hamish! 

Thank you Hamish for giving up so much of your 
own time with the production of the class magazine 
page.  We all appreciate your helpfulness in sharing 
your ICT skills and expertise to help make us all 
more ICT savvy. 
 
 
 

Ambulance Programs 
 
Emergency...Deal With It 
Students in Years 4-6 joined with St. Pat’s for this 
program provided by Ambulance Victoria.   
 
This program aims to help children, their teachers and 
parents to identify hazardous behaviours and environ-
ments, what to do in a medical emergency, and delivering 
basic first aid procedures, including mouth to mouth 
resuscitation.   
 
Each students will receive a workbook, and a Family 
Activity pack as part of the ambulance and paramedic 
visit.   

 

  

 

 Middle Years News ADAPT  -  Ambulance Drug &  
Alcohol Program for Teenagers  
Years 7-10 participated in this program today.  The 
presentation provided an excellent opportunity for 
students to hear first hand accounts of emergency 
situations and learn: 

· To identify the risks associated with drug and 
alcohol use 

· To assess and deal with emergency situations 

· When and how to call for an ambulance 

· What to expect when you call for an ambulance 

· Basic first aid 

· Safe partying and going out  -  preventing a 
medical emergency. 

 

The session concluded with an interactive discussion on 
possible emergency scenarios that teenagers could be 
exposed to and time for questions. 

 

 

Mathletics 
All students have now been given access to the 
Mathletics program.  Mathletics is a web-based 
learning program which integrates home and 
school learning via the internet.  Mathletics is a 
syllabus based from kindergarten to Year 12 and 
is currently used in over 800 Australian schools. 

 

Students will have 24 hour access to Mathletics 
by using a unique user name and password.  We 
recommend that you spend time looking at the 
program with your child so that you can gain the 
greatest understanding of how Mathletics will 
benefit your child. 

 

A letter to parents is attached to this Newslet-
ter to give you more information. 

 

If you need any further details, please contact 
the school or check out 

www.mathletics.com.au 

 

 

High Ranking Student 

Steven Gunther from Year 4 has been using the 
program over the past couple of weeks and is in 
the top 80 in the world.  Well done Steven!  
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Driver Education 
Monday is Driver Ed day.  Bus will be leaving 
PHC at 9.00 am and will return home by 8.30 
pm.  Students may wear casual clothes and must 
wear good driving shoes, such as runners.  
Lunch, snacks and drinks need to be supplied for 
the day.  There will be some drinks and 
unhealthy snacks available to buy at the centre. 

We will stop at the roadhouse if students wish to 
purchase tea for the trip home. 
 
Those students who did not sign up for driving 
will have a normal PHC school day. 
 

Exams 
Exams will be run over next Wednesday, 
Thursday and Friday.  Students will be given 
details on Monday. 
         

Red Card 
Andy and Cody will be starting their VCE 
requirements next Wednesday when they will be 
studying for their Red Card to enable them to 
undertake work on building sites. 

 

Geelong Trip 
Monday 30th—Friday 4th December 

 

Year 9 Work Experience 
Monday 7th  -  11th December 

 

Attendance at school post  
December 4th 
Year 10 students must have parental consent (in 
writing to the school)  to undertake work and 
thus not come to school. 
Year 9 students are required at school for the last 
week after work experience. 
 

Year 9/10 News   Letter to Parents from the Australian 
Drug Foundation 

Dear Parents, 

Are you concerned about your child drinking alcohol?  
You have every right to be.  Australian research shows 
that 96% of kids under the age of 17 have tried alcohol, 
with 21% drinking alcohol every week. 

Why should you be concerned? 
New research shows young people’s brains can be 
seriously damaged from drinking alcohol.  There is now 
evidence to suggest that binge drinking destroys the 
growing brain’s ability to relay information between cells. 
One third of 12-17 year old drinkers are consuming at 
harmful levels.  It indicates that kids have easy access to 
alcohol and are drinking too much. 

What can you do?                                                                   
As a parent, you are the most important role model for 
your child.  Your attitude to alcohol and personal 
behaviour will have a big influence on your child and the 
decisions they make: 
 
· Talk to your child and be involved in their life  -  if 

you know what is going on and can talk openly, 
you are more likely to be able to influence your 
child’s attitude towards drinking. 

· Know where your teenager is  -  check where the 
parties are going to be, whether they are supervised 
and if alcohol is being served. 

· Talk to other parents  -  presenting a united front 
makes it easier for everyone. 

· Use alcohol responsibly yourself and be a 
responsible host.  Show your children that you can 
also have fun without alcohol too. 

· Encourage your child not to drink until they are at 
least 16 years old. 

· Point out the risks  -  don’t be afraid to disapprove 
of unsafe drinking behaviour. 

· Inform yourself  -  log onto www.adf.org.au for 
more information. 

 
What are we doing? 
In most Australian states and territories, it is still legal for 
anybody to provide your child with any amount of alcohol 
on private property, without your permission.  Without the 
right laws in place, there is nothing to protect young 
people against drinking a damaging amount and drinking 
without parental consent. 
 
In Queensland, New South Wales and Tasmania, it is 
illegal to supply alcohol to kids under the age of 18 
without a parent’s permission.  We believe the protection 
of young people in those cases should be extended to all 
young Australians, regardless of where they live. 
 
The Australian Drug Foundation is campaigning to 
strengthen Australia’s laws to protect young people.  
Register your support for a national law by visiting  -       
www.adf.org.au 
 
Signed John Rogerson, 
CEO, Australian Drug Foundation 
 

Round Up 
It is getting to that time of year when 

all school books and equipment need to 
be returned.  Could you please check 
out your cupboards, bags, under beds 
etc. for any library books, readers or 

Home Economic equipment that needs 
to be returned to school. 



Star FM Radio in Town 
Al and AD from Star FM Radio came to Pyramid Hill on Wednesday, following Jarrod Treacy’s offer of sponsorship 
of $200 if they agreed to wash the windows of the Bakery Café.  The money will go towards the Movember    
Campaign. A crowd of Pyramid Hill College and St. Pat’s students gathered outside the Café to watch the window 
cleaning and listen to Al & AD.   PHC School Captain, Georgia Bartels thanked Jarrod for bringing them up.    Al & 
AD talked to the students, signed autographs and gave away some freebies.  

Visit to Alexandra and Marysville 
On Wednesday morning I attend a meeting of principals 
from schools in the fire ravaged area of the Cathedral 
Ranges. My invitation was in my capacity as principal of our 
college which has participated in the Festival for Healthy 
Living back in 2005, but also as a member of the Victoria 
Steering Committee for the Festival for Healthy 
Living.  My role at the meeting was to talk about the success 
of the Pyramid Hill Festival and encourage the schools from 
the Cathedral Ranges Region to take on board and embrace 
the opportunity to participate in the Festival for Healthy 
Living program which is primarily organized through the 
Mental Health Department of the Royal Children’s Hospital. 
The meeting was a huge success in that by the end of it, all of 
the principals were happy to participate in the Festival 
Program and plans were being made for a start at the 
beginning of next year.  
I would like to share with you some of what I saw as I drove 
through the countryside. On route to Marysville I left our 
flat plain heading south through, Heathcote, Puckapunyal, 
Seymour, Yea and then Alexandra. Through to Alexandra 
the countryside was still green and quite hilly and very 
picturesque. My drive from Buxton on was a little eerie and 
surreal.  In the distance I could see the Cathedral Range 
which was huge and black.  
It was hard to believe that in places the fire had burnt trees 
on both sides of the road, and not only had it followed the 
road, the road, I was later told, acted like a furnace.  

Miraculously there were houses en route that escaped the 
fire, Noticeable was how the burnt terrain had now turned 
green and in places tall pink flowers, ferns and blotches of 
green growth were showing off their splendor against the 
black silhouetted background. As I approached Marysville, 
everything was pretty much burnt on both sides of the 
road. The town looked naked, the trees blackened against 
the blue sky. The exception was the Marysville Bakery 
which stood bright amongst the darkened skeletons of 
trees. I drove up a number of streets and was absolutely 
amazed by the impact of the fire on the environment. 
There were no houses to speak of, they had all being burnt 
down only vacant clean blocks of land where people’s 
homes once stood. It was a sad realization for me of what 
it must have been like on that Black Saturday back in 
February – hell on earth I imagine! I was somewhat 
surprised that while the vegetation was starting to 
rejuvenate there was very little rebuilding of houses 
happening. I wondered for a minute… where are all the 
people living now? Then I wanted to put this experience 
behind me thinking how lucky we all were to be far away 
from this disaster. 
Being very passionate about helping people that are ‘doing 
it hard’ I am glad that I made the trip in the hope that my 
small contribution to the meeting of principals, will go some 
way to inspire the fire affected communities to embrace the 
whole concept of the Festival for Healthy Living and benefit 
from the outcomes that we know it can bring. 


